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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



This is the last issue of the Advocate of Peace be- 
fore the meeting of the Fifth Universal Peace Congress 
at Chicago. This will be the first such Congress ever held 
in this country and probably the last one for many years 
to come. We therefore take the opportunity in a final 
word of urging all who possibly can to attend the Con- 
gress. Even if you are not members of any peace soci- 
ety, go. Provision has been made for the admission of 
all who wish to attend. A considerable number of the 
leading peace workers of Europe, Dr. Darby, Mr. Pratt, 
Mr. Gillett, Signor Moneta, Signor Mazzoleni, Dr. Rich- 
ter, etc., will be present. Go and see and hear them. 
The opening address of the President, Hon. Josiah 
Quincy, will certainly be one that will encourage and 
strengthen all lovers of the cause. The great questions 
of peace will be presented by men able to speak with au- 
thority. Eminent women will speak on the phases of the 
subject which so much concern them. Letters will be 
read from distinguished foreigners who cannot be present. 
Everything indicates that the Congress will be an impor- 
tant one, and that it will have a large influence in helping 
forward the cause of human brotherhood. 



The American Peace Society has appointed the follow- 
ing delegates to the Chicago Peace Congress : 

Hannah J. Bailey, Winthrop Center, Maine ; Ida Whip 
pie Benham, Dedham, Mass. ; George D. Boardman, D 
D. Philadelphia, Pa. ; Hon. Charles C. Bonney, Chicago 
Rev. S. C. Bushnell, Arlington, Mass. ; Hezekiah Butter 
worth, Boston ; W. A. Campbell, D. D. Richmond, Va. 
John B. Garrett, Rosemont, Pa. ; Gen. Charles H. Howard 
Chicago ; Rev. William G. Hubbard, Columbus, Ohio 
Augustine Jones, LL.D., Providence, R. I. ; Josiah W 
Leeds, Philadelphia, Pa. ; A. A. Minor, D. D., Boston 
William A. Mowry, Ph. D., Salem, Mass. ; Philip S. 
Moxom, D. D., Boston; Hon. Robert Treat Paine, Bos- 
ton ; Eoiile Pic^hardt, Islington, Mas s. ; Hon. Josiah 
Quincy, Washington, D. C. ; William E. Sheldon, A. M., 
Boston ; Rev. C. B. Smith, West Medford, Mass. ; Rev. 
G. W. Stearns, Middleboro, Mass. ; Benjamin F. True- 
blood, Boston ; W. B. Wickersham, Chicago ; Theodore 
F. Wright, Cambridge, Mass. 



The Ghicago Section of the Committee on Reception of 
Delegates to the Peace Congress has been enlarged and 
is now as follows : 

W. B. Wickersham, Chairman, Public Library, Mrs. 
Frederick A. Smith, Hotel Metropole, Charles H. How- 
ard, Times Building, Allen J. Flitcraft, 200 Randolph St., 
Prof. George N. Boardman, 640 Washington Boulevard. 

Mrs. Thomas J. Lawrence, Mrs. Alice Asbury Abbott, 



353 E. 41st St., Mrs. Martha Foote Crowe, University of 
Chicago, Frank Gilbert, The Inter-Ocean, Mrs. Hannah 
N. T. Pickering, Benjamin Smith, 200 Randolph St. 

This Committee have kindly undertaken the no small 
task of arranging, as far as is in their power, for the com- 
fort and convenience of the delegates to the Congress. 



The new German Reichstag was opened on the 4th of 
July by a speech from the Emperor. The Army bill 
came up at once in the form of the Huene Compromise 
proposed before the dissolution of the previous Parlia- 
ment. In this form it was passed by a vote of 201 to 
185, a majority of 16. The majority is said to have been 
secured by the promise of the Emperor to restore to the 
courts and public offices of a subject Polish province 
the Polish language, and to turn over the control of its 
Schools to its priests. The deputies from Bavaria and 
H anover and nearly all the states of the Empire except 
Prussia offered strong opposition to the bill. Caprivi is 
greatly pleased with the passing of the bill, as is the 
Emperor. But it is certain that the German authorities 
have learned one thing during the year of conflict on this 
measure, and that is that they are no longer all-mighty. 
A final opposition of 185 votes, including some of the 
strongest men in the empire, to further military 
development is a matter of great significance. The man- 
ner in which the majority was gained makes it little better 
than a defeat. It of course will impose further burdens 
on the people, but this will only serve to deepen and 
strengthen the growing feeling of opposition to the mili- 
tarism of the country and sooner or later the Emperor 
will have to yield more than he has this time done; The 
friends of peace in Berlin, Frankfurt, Pforzheim and 
other places made a noble fight, in the campaign, and are 
worthy of all honor. 

The new law will require an immediate outlay of forty- 
eight million marks to carry it into effect. 



The arguments before the Behring Sea tribunal have 
been closed. They were able and certainly exhaustive 
on both sides, having consumed four months of time. 
They were possibly a little too technical in parts. We 
are not, however, of those who think that a moment of 
the time was wasted. The arbitrators seem not to have 
suffered at all from lassitude, as the speeches were for 
the most part highly entertaining as well as clear and 
strong. The Court have three months in which to ren- 
der their decision, but it is thought that they will come to 
an agreement before the expiration of the time. The im- 
pression in Paris is that the decision will recognize the 
property right of the United States in the seals to a 
greater or less extent and will recommend some inter- 
national agreement for their protection. 
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Mr. Vasseur, the efficient Paris Agent of the London 
Peace Society, sends us the following extract from the 
will of the Marchioness of Blocqueville : 

" My first and dearest wish is that a light-house be 
erected at some dangerous point of the coast of France, 
not undermined by the sea. My old friend, Baron Baude, 
has often told me that many coves of the Breton coast 
remain dark and dangerous. I should like for the Eck- 
muhl lighthouse to be erected there, but on some solid, 
granite foundation ; for I want this noble name to remain 
cherished for a long time. The tears shed (italics Mr. 
Vasseur's) through the deadliness of wars, which I dread 
and detest more than ever, will thus be atoned for by the 
lives saved from the tempest." 

The legacy was three hundred thousand francs. The 
erection of the light-house on some point of Brittany has 
been authorized, and it is in process of construction. The 
Marchioness of Blocqueville was a daughter of Marshall 
Davout, Prince of Eckmiihl, one of the most illustrious 
generals of the Republic and of the first Empire. 



The International Arbitration and Peace Association of 
London has just published its twelfth annual report. 
The report covers about twenty pages, and gives a very 
interesting account of what the Society has been doing dur- 
ing the past year. This Association has from its founda- 
tion " attempted to create a Federation of Peace and 
Arbitration Societies, which should cooperate in remov- 
ing international prejudices and antipathies, and in creat- 
ing a better mutual knowledge and esteem." The Associa- 
tion has been instrumental, chiefly through its chairman 
Mr. Hodgson Pratt, in founding a number of important 
societies in Europe, and ha? done much toward bringing 
the various peace organizations into more intimate rela- 
tions one with another. 

The report has many interesting pages, touching on the 
proposed Anglo-American Arbitration Treaty, The Ben- 
ring Sea Arbitration, an International Tribunal, The 
Newfoundland Fisheries, The Work of Teachers, Inter- 
national Unity through University Teaching, etc. It 
concludes as follows. 

" Philosophers, economists, staticians, jurists, eminent 
men of all countries, have become apostles of our aspira- 
tions toward peace and justice. They have adopted an 
indictment against war which can not be disproved. 
What they demand is that the claims of Civilization 
shall be recognized. It is the voice of Humanity itself 
which issues from their lips. But what do we see around 
us? The European States are continually augmenting 
their formidable armaments. From the smallest to the 
greatest, each seeks to surpass the other in the number 
of the implements of destruction. Men seem to compete 
In bringing about a cataclysm wherein the reign of vio- 
lence shall be inaugurated and force receive its apotheosis. 
In the face of this pressing danger, our first task is to 
enlist men under our banner. Let us create everywhere 
Societies for Peace, and enroll adherents from every class 



for common action. Thus shall be organized that real 
public opinion which the Governments must gladly obey." 
We could not more fittingly conclude our Twelfth 
Annual Report than with the above quotation from the 
address delivered at Berne by the eminent president of the 
Swiss Confederation, one who stands preeminent in the 
love of his fellow-citizens, Louis Rouchonnet. In those 
words he has clearly expressed the need of such efforts as 
those in which our own and kindred Societies are engaged. 
While, however, this work of educating opinion is indis- 
pensable to the realization of that great reform in human 
affairs which we desire, a difficulty is found in the fact 
that men do not as yet perceive the need of such efforts. 
That very indifference is, in itself, a proof that they are 
needed. 

At the same time, we hope that this report will show 
its readers that there are signs everywhere of the growth 
of Opinion in favor of our cause : signs of increasing 
effort for its success, and therefore of belief in its ulti- 
mate triumph. The Annual Congresses of Delegates 
from Peace Societies, and from Members of National 
Parliaments, attract increasing attention, and exercise 
increasing influence. Their deliberations and resolutions 
will gradually make themselves felt in Legislative Assem- 
blies, until at length all Governments which depend on 
the will of the people must recognize the necessity of 
relief from the intolerable misery caused by the resort to 
Force in international disputes. 

War is the deification of force. War demands that 
questions of right shall be settled by bloodshed, without 
regard to the demands of reason, justice, or humanity. 
Our mission is to teach nations that their prosperity — 
often their very existence — as well as the progress of all 
in true civilization, demands the gradual abolition of war, 
that the peoples are necessary to each other, and that the 
brotherhood of nations or individuals is a Divine law, 
and therefore the essential basis of all human law. 



It seems likely that the Fourth of July will yet be 
turned into a great peace day. Charles Sumner led the 
way for this in his great speech before the citizens of 
Boston ia 1845. In 1891 Honorable Josiah Quincy de- 
livered his oration " The Coming Peace" before the citi- 
zens of the same city. Now comes the address of Mr. 
James M. Beck on the Fourth of July this year before the 
citizens of Philadelphia, entitled " Ground Arms." 
Many similar Fourth of July orations have been delivered 
in different parts of the Union of late years. Ground 
arms ! Down with Wars ! That is the new cry of prog- 
ress. Why not convert the day which declared our 
independence of political tyranny into one of immensely 
greater significance , that of deliverance from the hoary 
tyranny of hatred, revenge and death ! Let our country 
lead the way. Let the orators lift up their voices. Let 
the bells ring. 

Mr. Beck's oration, alluded to above, whose eloquent 
pages make one's blood tingle with hope and joy, closed 
with this passage : 

We would omit the greatest consideration that justifies 



AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



183 



the hope of peace did we not mention Christianity. I 
mean by that no ecclesiastical organization, but the im- 
pulse of forbearance, self-sacrifice, and love that the 
world owes to the great Martyr, and which to-day ani- 
mates all religions, Jew or Gentile, Protestant or Catholic. 
It is this that gives force and effect to the " decent re- 
spect to the opinions of mankind." We who are here 
assembled have this day unanimously resolved, at the 
instance of the Carpenters' Company, and on motion of 
the honored " Father of the Centennials," Colonel Peyton, 
that we deem it both proper and appropriate that the 
citizens of the United States, regardless of nationality, 
religious sect, or denomination, should, in the interest of 
peace, fraternity, and future prosperity, suggest and 
commend a meeting of the human family in ihe city of 
Jerusalem, to give thanks and praise to God, the Father 
of all, and so appropriately celebrate the closing of the 
nineteenth and the opening of the twentieth century of 
the Christian era." 

Let us pray God that this noble and beneficent purpose, 
so fraught with good for humanity, may be carried out. 
Where He walked, proclaiming " Peace on earth, good 
will to man," there let the nations meet and take a high 
resolve to obey His imperative mandate, uttered in hour 
of supremest need, when Peter unsheathed his sword in 
the holiest cause that ever inspired a man to action : 
" Put up again thy sword into its place, for all they that 
take the sword shall perish with the sword." 

I know no fitter place in which to inaugurate this move- 
ment than Philadelphia, where Penn, by precept and 
example, taught the power of love, and none in which 
with greater propriety it can be consummated than in 
Jerusalem, where died the Prince of Peace. In such 
holy convocation of the human family perhaps the first 
step towards the realization of the ' ' parliament of men 
the federation of the world," let His voice, still and small, 
yet mightier than the tempest or the earthquake, rise 
above the passionate quarrels of men ! 



It is difficult to find a truth more neatly and correctly 
put than the following from the New York Evening Post : 

" The truth is that the love of peace which is professed 
by the men who are working night and day to get ready 
for war is a most hollow and purely provisional sentiment. 
The fundamental contradiction in terms which underlies 
their favorite proposition, that the way to establish peace 
is to make yourself such a desperate character that no- 
body will dare come near you, is occasionally brought out 
with startling clearness. Thus Count Kalnoky's recent 
speech, with his own and the German explanation of it, 
came down simply to this : ' Peace is now assured ; there- 
fore, prepare for a tremendous and bloody war.' The 
idea that you can carefully train a lot of men to the most 
complete skill in the art of taking life and then expect 
them to act like Presidents of the Peace Society, is ante- 
cedently absurd, and has been proved ridiculous a thou- 
sand times. No louder professions of a desire for peace 
were ever heard than from the mouths of those European 
sovertigi s who about 1850, were busily at work increas- 
ing their armies and navies, and it is easy now to see how 
the great armaments collected then were chiefly respon- 
sible for the three bloody wars which followed in the next 
twenty years. It is idle to expect men to be taught mas- 
tery over tremendous instruments of destruction and to 



have no desire to try them on somebody. The eagerness 
of our ' new navy ' to practise the big guns on the Chili- 
ans showed how the thing must always work in the end." 



It was an admirable sermon that Canon Scott Hol- 
land preached at St. Paul's, London, on Whit Sunday. 
After finely picturing the early Christian Church as " a 
social brotherhood, a family of God, a society of help, 
a society of holiness," he went on to say : 

" Catholic and holy this Apostolic Church should be. 
Catholic ! It renewed and restored to action that deep- 
lying bond by which God had made of one blood all 
nations on the face of the earth ; it has united into the one 
body all tribes, and tongues, and peoples, and nations, 
and therefore it is catholic. Yet what power does it put 
out to-day to vivify and to realize the brotherhood of 
nations? Does the Catholic Church, at this moment, in 
Europe, count at all as an agent in keeping the nations in 
peace ? Does it enter into people's heads when a quarrel 
is forward, and passions are high, and armies are on the 
move, to say,' But we are all Christians, we and those 
our foes how can we fight ? we and they are members one 
of another. Shall I take the members of Christ and tear 
them in pieces with shot and shell?' Is not this, alas! 
the very last thought that will occur on the eve of a war? 
Is it not the great Christian nations that stand over 
against one another armed to the teeth ? Not even in the 
same branch of the Church is it felt to be an impossible 
thing to kill a brother in Christ, nor can the Church which 
more especially arrogates to itself the title of Catholic 
keep Frenchmen and Bavarian, or Austrian and Italian 
from mutual destruction, though they worship under the 
same ordinance, and hold by the same absolute Head, 
so impotent, so disregarded is the cross of Christ, so 
little has the church yet justified that high name by which 
the proclaimed her God-given right to overmaster all the 
cruel jealousies and divisions which hold men asunder, 
and to bind Jew and Gentile, Greek and Sythian, by the 
unity of the Spirit, into the brotherhood of peace. 

"My brethren, we cling fast to the word 'Catholic' be- 
cause it embodies so splendid a hope which iu Christ 
alone can be attained when the Babel of national hatreds 
shall be hushed in peace, but it is with bitter humiliation 
that we must venture to hold it so long as a war between 
two Christian nations is not treated as a terrible offence 
against the unity of the body of Christ. Catholic it 
should be, and holy. The Church is a society for holy 
living, a brotherhood of goodness. That was its primary 
aspect. That is what it felt like to be in the Church. 
That was its early wonder. That was its joy." 



On the 6th of June Rev. Henry Stauffer, Pastor of the 
Mayflower Congregational Church, of Columbus, Ohio, 
delivered an able address on International Arbitration 
before the Thurman Club of that City. War is cruel, 
war is contrary to reason, war is wasteful, war is demor- 
alizing, — these were the indictments that he brought 
against the system of settling disputes by brute force. 
He then traced the growth of opinion hostile to war, and 
gave the signs indicating the early overthrow of the war 
system. 
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" Let us teach no longer the glories but the horrors of 
war. All this can be done without calling the great 
generals and the brave soldiers who died on the battlefield 
barbarians or monsters. He who has a grain of historical 
sense is in no danger of spurning Abraham on account of 
his poligamy, or calling George Washington hard names 
because he owned slaves. 

I trust I shall not be misunderstood. I deeply rever- 
ence those heroes who all in the past sacrificed their 
lives for the common welfare. But I dare to raise this 
serious question before the members of this political club : 
Has not the time fully come when we ought to show our 
heroism by resolutely protesting against this whole busi- 
ness of war? Let us substitute manual training and field 
sports for the military drill in all the higher institutions 
of learning. The fact that in this wondrously developing 
industrial age there are forty-nine institutions in this 
country in which military tactics are taught is an unac- 
countable anachronism. Let us re-write our school his- 
tories. Let us teach the children that the inventors of 
the water-wheel and steam-engine and telephone are 
greater men than the inventors of gunpowder and the 
gatling gun." 



The Social Economist for July publishes an article en- 
titled " The End of War," from the pen of William H. 
Jeffrey. " War is the premeditated murder of many 
under cover of patriotism or more shallow pretexts." 
" The murder of multitudes is no more morally right than 
the murder of a single individual under any pretext." 
" War among nations is conducted on precisely the same 
principles as a street brawl among individuals." " War- 
fare is a form of mob law," " The question at issue is 
decided by force, regardless of facts or justice." "So- 
ciety has long since demanded of its members the peace- 
able settlement of differences " in courts of justice. " In 
war a nation arrogates the functions of judge, jury and — 
if its military force will warrant — executioner. This 
should not longer be tolerated by civilized peoples." 

These statements of Mr. Jeffrey have already become 
commonplaces in the peace propaganda, but they are well 
stated by him, and they will have to be said a thousand 
times yet before their work is done. His criticisms on 
some recent statements of Admiral Luce and Commander 
Jewell of the United States Navy are exceptionally good, 
A direct connection is traced by him between the two 
millions and a half of public paupers in the six great Eu- 
ropean nations and the immense war preparations of those 
countries. 

" International arbitration may not always prove satis- 
factory. A nation may refuse to arbitrate." Mr. Jeffrey 
then sketches, in bare outline, what be would call " a 
world's supreme court, not a court of arbitration," 
through which the abolishment of war might be brought 
about. '• Why should not nations become as civilized 
and law-abiding as are communities of men ? " 



A lady writer of instructive narratives upon receiving 
a copy of the new tract " Ought Christians to Engage in 



War?" wrote: " The peace tract was of especial interest 
because that very day my husband [who receives a pen- 
sion] had been talking on that subject, and said, if 
all the armies in the world were disbanded, and all the 
ships of war turned into ships of commerce, and the funds 
required to support them diverted to the building up of 
Christ's Kingdom on earth, there would be no more cause 
for war, and should any difficulty arise it would be 
inpossible for one nation to get advantage of another." 
Well, if the christians will all '• come out," that same happy 
thing will happen. 

The Frankfort Peace Union held its annual meeting on 
the evening of June 30th, at Frankfort-on-the-Main. 
After a short address by Dr. Franz Wirth, the President, 
Dr. Schlief of Berlin was introduced and gave a valuable 
address on the " Armed Peace and the Rights of Peo- 
ples." The Frankfort Peace Society is one of the oldest, 
if not the oldest, and strongest in Germany. 



The new edition of Sumner's " True Grandeur of 
Nations," by Lee and Shepard, of which we spoke in 
our last issue, is now ready. It is a handsome, cloth- 
bound book of 132 pages, the retail price of which is 75 
cents. We have an arrangement with the publishers by 
which we can furnish it at 50 cents a copy post paid. 
The oration is the most thorough and exhaustive ex- 
amination of the unreasonableness and wickedness of the 
War System which has ever been made. It is a library 
of information on the subject. 



The Constanz Abendzeitung records the formation of a 
branch of the German Peace Union at Constanz on the 
evening of July 8th, with a membership of twenty-three. 



INTERNATIONAL PRIZE-QUESTION. 

No previous time has made so great a demand for peace 
between the nations as the present. During the last dec- 
ades the peace-loving minds of Europe have manifested an 
increasing fear and alarm at all signs pointing to an 
impending war. However remarkable such a change in 
the minds of the people may be, it would nevertheless 
be without great significance, if it had its ground in only 
an accidental and transient mental sensibility. But such 
is not the case. The modern demand for peace is a 
natural consequence of the present material development 
of the nations. This development has changed the 
mutual relations of the peoples to such an extent, that a 
permanent peace more and more becomes an inevitable 
necessity. 

Under such circumstances the general demand for 
peace in Europe would very likely already have brought 
about an expression in the form of international guaran- 
ties for an ordered system of justice between the nations, 
if the modern state had not developed itself in an alto- 
gether opposite direction. 

While the highest desire of the people is to live at 
peace with one another, Europe has been transformed 
into one great military camp. Disregarding other and 
more urgent needs of their peoples, the States have made 
the subject of war their principal task, using the greatest 
part of their income for military preparations. 



